
The Leon River Watershed 

Protection Plan was developed 

by local citizens and a Leon 

River Watershed Coordinator 

has been hired to help imple-

ment this voluntary plan.  The 

Watershed Coordinator position 

is funded through a grant from 

the Texas State Soil and Water 

Conservation Board and the 

U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency and contracted through 

the Central Texas Council of 

Governments.  One of the ma-

jor goals for the Coordinator is 

to help educate and inform 

local citizens on local surface 

water quality issues and to en-

courage the implementation of 

voluntary management practic-

es which will hopefully have a 

positive effect on current sur-

face water quality conditions 

over time.  Another important 

duty of the coordinator will be 

to seek additional funding to 

continue the work in the water-

shed.  

Mike Marshall, an Extension 

Associate from the Texas A&M 

Institute of Renewable Natural 

Resources, was hired June 1st.  

Marshall received his Bache-

lors of Science from the Uni-

versity of Texas at Austin and 

his Masters of Science at Texas 

A&M University, with both 

degrees focused on natural re-

source management.  Over the 

last 3 months Marshall has 

prepared and/or submitted 5 

grant proposals, held 2 work-

shops, launched a website and 

social media platforms, and 

helped county officials organ-

ize and implement a feral hog 

management strategy.   

Our mission is to restore and 

maintain water quality to the 

maximum extent possible so 

that citizens may enjoy the 

water resources with little risk 

to their health.  Staying in-

volved in the Leon River Wa-

tershed effort is the key to im-

proving water quality condi-

tions so we encourage all inter-

ested stakeholders to take ad-

vantage of all available re-

sources related to the Leon 

River Watershed, including the 

project website 

(leonriver.tamu.edu), Twitter 

(@LeonWatershed), ScoopIt 

(scoop.it/u/leon-watershed), 

and search Leon River Water-

shed on Facebook. 

The Leon River Watershed has a Watershed 
Coordinator 
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Did you know that 

Just 2.5% of the 

planet’s water is fresh 

water. 

Lack of access to clean 

water kills children at 

a rate equivalent to a 

jumbo jet crashing 

every four hours. 

More people have a 

mobile phone than a 

toilet. 

Turning off water 

while brushing your 

teeth will save ap-

proximately 400 gal-

lons of water per 

month 
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Inside this issue: 

Mike Marshall is the new 

Leon River Watershed Coor-

dinator.  Mike has an office 

in Gatesville just across from 

the county courthouse off of 

7th street. 



Local stakeholders asked the 

Texas Commission on Environ-

mental Quality (TCEQ) to per-

form a Recreational Use Attain-

ability Analysis (RUAA) on the 

Leon River and some of its 

impaired upstream tributaries.  

The RUAA is used to analyze 

the physical, chemical and bio-

logical conditions of a water 

body, evaluate what types of 

activities occur in the water 

body, and help determine 

which water quality standard 

should apply to a particular 

stream.  The RUAA is also 

used to document evidence and 

frequency of primary contact 

recreation activities.  This as-

pect of the RUAA may be the 

most important because every 

water body in Texas is assumed 

to be used for primary contact 

recreation activities, which in 

turn causes the most stringent 

water quality standards to be 

applied to a stream.   

Texas surface water quality 

standards, which are directly 

tied to policies of the United 

States Environmental Protec-

tion Agency (EPA), will not 

allow the designated use of any 

Texas water body to be 

changed from Primary Contact 

Recreation use without first 

having a RUAA or an epidemi-

ology study performed.  The 

RUAA for the Leon River and 

some of its upstream tributaries 

has been conducted and the 

results are favorable for local 

citizens.  Local watershed 

stakeholders believe the Leon 

River is not being used for fre-

quent swimming and other rec-

reational activities that are like-

ly to cause someone to ingest 

water due to submersing their 

head beneath the water surface. 

The results of the RUAA con-

firm that the Leon River and its 

tributaries are not used fre-

quently for primary contact 

recreation activities.  These 

findings have led to TCEQ 

acknowledging that the most 

stringent water quality standard 

for bacteria of 126 colony 

forming units (cfu)/100 millili-

ters (mL) is not appropriate for 

four tributaries in Comanche 

County and have proposed 

changing the standard for bac-

teria in these tributaries to ei-

ther 630 cfu/100 mL or 1030 

cfu/100 mL.   

Other proposed revisions to the 

Texas Surface Water Standards 

that are important for Leon 

River Watershed stakeholders 

include splitting the Leon River 

Watershed into two segments to 

help make the watershed more 

manageable and to add a Pri-

mary Contact Recreation 2 

(PCR 2) use category to the 

Standards with criteria for bac-

teria of 206 cfu/100 mL.  In a 

letter to TCEQ, Hamilton 

County Commissioner Dickie 

Clary proposed that the Primary 

Contact Recreation 2 use cate-

gory be applied to surface wa-

ter bodies with a RUAA on a 

case-by-case basis, with specif-

ic conditions used to justify a 

change in classification includ-

ing infrequent contact recrea-

tional use, reduced or minimal 

public access, remote nature of 

water body, unavoidably high 

bacteria levels due to high 

number of wild animals, local 

stakeholder support for raising 

the bacteria standard, and no 

verified link with human ill-

ness.  The Texas Surface Water 

Quality Standards are revised 

only once every three years, so 

it is important that you submit 

your comments to TCEQ by the 

deadline of Oct. 24, 2013 at 

5:00 p.m.  Below are the pro-

posed changes and information 

on making comments to TCEQ. 

1. Add a Primary Contact Rec-

reation 2 use category to the 

Standards with criteria for bac-

teria of 206 cfu/100 mL.  

2. Split the Leon River, Seg-

ment 1221, into two segments 

because of the large watershed 

size.  

3. Change the designated use of 

South Leon River to Secondary 

Contact Recreation 1 with crite-

ria for bacteria of 630 cfu/100 

mL.  

4. Change the designated use of 

Resley Creek, Indian Creek and 

Walnut Creek to Secondary 

Contact Recreation 2 with crite-

ria for bacteria of 1030/100 

mL. 

5. Change the designated use of 

the Leon River, Segment 1221 

and Pecan Creek to Primary 

Contact Recreation 2 with crite-

ria for bacteria of 206 cfu/100 

mL. 

 

Written comments on the pro-

posed revisions to 30 TAC 

Chapter 307 may be submitted 

to Michael Parrish, MC 205, 

Office of Legal Services, Texas 

Commission on Environmental 

Quality, P.O Box 13087, Aus-

tin, Texas 78711-3087, or faxed 

to (512) 239-4808. 

 

Electronic comments may be 

submitted at: http://

www5.tceq.texas.gov/rules/

ecomments/  

All comments should reference 

Rule Project Number 2012-001

-307-OW. 

Copies of the proposed rule-

making can be obtained from 

the Commission's Web site at 

http://www.tceq.texas.gov/nav/

rules/propose_adopt.html.  For 

further information contact 

Debbie Miller, Rule Coordina-

tor, Water Quality Planning 

Division at (512) 239-1703.  
Recreation like the 
above is not common in 
the Leon River 

The Leon River Water-
shed lies between Proc-
tor and Belton Lake. 

RECREATIONAL USE AND STATE WATER QUALITY 
STANDARDS  
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“Texas Surface Water 

Quality Standards are 

revised only once every 

three years, so it is 

important that you 

submit your comments.” 
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tion credits were available to all 

attendees.  The Texas Water-

shed Steward program was a 

big success and provided a 

great opportunity for citizens to 

get involved and make a differ-

ence in our watershed.  

Hamilton County is entering its 

third year of a grant program 

designed to help Hamilton 

County citizens, who live in the 

Leon River watershed, repair or 

replace their failing septic sys-

tems.  The On-Site Sewage 

Facility (OSSF) Technical As-

sistance and Financial Incentive 

Program aims to identify and 

inspect OSSFs, promote and 

provide the availability of tech-

nical assistance and financial 

incentives to homeowners, and 

educate homeowners, inspec-

tors, and installers on the prop-

er maintenance, installation, 

inspection, and operation of 

OSSFs.  The program will pay 

homeowners up to 60% of the 

costs associated with repairing 

or replacing an OSSF.  The 

goal of the proposal was to 

assist a minimum of 20 home-

owners, and as of September, 

this number has nearly dou-

bled!  

A workshop was held on May 

14th in Hamilton at the County 

Annex Building that provided 

homeowners with a basic un-

derstanding of the operational 

and maintenance activities of a 

septic system and explained 

how activities within the home 

impact the overall system. 

Presentations covered the treat-

ment processes, health and 

safety considerations, how to 

inspect, care for and feed the 

system, and general mainte-

nance procedures. Additional 

workshops targeted at home-

owners and inspectors, install-

ers, and maintenance providers 

are being planned for the next 

year. The Hamilton County 

OSSF Program has been very 

successful and efforts are un-

derway to solicit additional 

grant funds to extend the pro-

gram beyond September 2014.   

Coryell County, with assistance 

from Mike Marshall, Leon Riv-

er Watershed Coordinator, sub-

mitted a grant proposal to the 

Texas Commission on Environ-

mental Quality (TCEQ) in July 

that aims to implement a simi-

lar program in Coryell County.  

The proposed program would 

provide $84,000 to identify, 

prioritize, and fix or replace up 

to 21 failing septic systems at a 

maximum of $4,000 per sys-

tem.  Failing systems located 

within a floodplain will be the 

No. 1 priority, and the program 

will cover the full cost of repair 

or replacement of those systems 

up to $4,000 each.  Failing sys-

tems outside a floodplain but 

within one to five miles of a 

water body will be the second 

priority, and failing systems 

more than five miles from a 

floodplain will be the third 

priority.  For second- and third-

priority systems, the program 

will cover 60 percent of the 

total costs up to $4,000. 

For more information on the 

Hamilton County OSSF Pro-

gram contact Billy Hopson, 

Environmental Inspector, at 

254-386-3832.  For questions 

regarding the proposed Coryell 

County program contact Mike 

Marshall, Leon River Water-

shed Coordinator, at 512-461-

6217.  

forts to help improve water 

quality in the Leon River Wa-

tershed.  There were 28 at-

tendees, most of which were 

landowners in the watershed.  

Participants also learned the 

importance of vegetation in 

reducing runoff and erosion 

through a rainfall simulator 

demonstration.  A free copy of 

the Texas Watershed Steward 

Handbook, a certificate of com-

pletion, and continuing educa-

A free workshop sponsored by 

the Texas A&M AgriLife Ex-

tension Service, in coordination 

with the Institute of Renewable 

Natural Resources and Texas 

Water Resources Institute, was 

held at the First United Meth-

odist Church in Hamilton Tex-

as.  The program included an 

overview of water quality and 

watershed management in Tex-

as, but focused on issues relat-

ing to the Leon River and ef-

Failing septic systems 
are a source of bacteria 

Texas Watershed Steward Workshop is a Success 

OSSF COST SHARE PROGRAM 
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“Hamilton County has 

repaired or replaced over 

40 failing septic systems 

under the cost share 

program.” 
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Jennifer Peterson dis-
cusses run-off using a 
rainfall simulator. 



A free workshop was held at 

The Grove Community Center 

on September 12th focused on 

how streams function and the 

role of riparian vegetation in 

stream-system function.  Indoor 

presentations included speakers 

from Texas A&M AgriLife 

Extension Service, Texas Parks 

and Wildlife Department, and 

National Resource Conserva-

tion Service.  The afternoon 

portion of the workshop took 

place at Mother Neff State Park 

where everyone enjoyed a BBQ 

lunch and an update on the 

implementation of the Leon 

River Watershed Protection 

Plan and feral hog abatement 

strategies in Coryell County.  

After these updates Steve Nelle 

(NRCS-retired) gave a demon-

stration on Lane’s Balance and 

lead participants on a stream 

walk to better understand ripar-

ian function and to identify 

important riparian plants.  Dan 

Gaskins (Texas A&M Wildlife 

and Fisheries Department) dis-

cussed feral hog biology and 

abatement and Russell Castro 

(NRCS) discussed NRCS land-

owner incentive programs.  

There were 38 attendees at this 

event represented by both land-

owners and agency folks.  It 

was a great day, and a great 

visit to our oldest state park!  

Pictures from the Field: Mother Neff State Park 

Riparian Workshop held at The Grove 
Community Center and Mother Neff State Park 
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“The Riparian Workshop 

leads to more informed 

landowners who are more 

inclined to use practices 

that improve riparian and 

stream systems.” 
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workshop will be free of charge 

and lunch will be provided by 

the counties from the TDA 

CHAMP grant funds.  Topics 

will include feral hog biology, 

trapping strategies, safe han-

dling procedures, and much 

more. 

We look forward to seeing eve-

ryone at these events! 

Feral Hogs are a menace in the 

Leon River Watershed, and 

many landowners are at their 

wit’s end. There are a number 

of resources that are now avail-

able to help combat these in-

vaders. Coryell, Bell, and Ham-

ilton Counties are part of a 5 

county coalition that received 

$25,000 from the Texas De-

partment of Agriculture’s 

County Hog Abatement Match-

ing Program (CHAMP). The 

counties will match these 

funds, dollar for dollar, for a 

total pool of $50,000 for feral 

hog abatement. Funds will be 

used for educational workshops 

as well as control programs 

such as bounties and trap gate 

loan programs. Counties will be 

rolling out their programs later 

this fall. 

Last year’s Hog Out grant mon-

ey is being put to good use in 

Coryell County. The funds 

have been used to put a bounty 

on feral hogs. As of September 

12, 2013, over 800 bounties 

have been collected. The allot-

ted $10,000 will provide boun-

ties for 1,000 pigs at $10 per 

tail. County Commissioner Don 

Jones has been spearheading 

the program. “We’ll be out of 

money by the end of the 

month” he said. For landowners 

who are suffering damage from 

feral hogs, it is money well 

spent.  

Other resources are available 

statewide. In July, Texas A&M 

AgriLife Extension Service 

hired Dan Gaskins as an Exten-

sion Assistant to coordinate 

feral hog resources and educa-

tion in the Leon River, Lam-

pasas River, and Lake Gran-

bury watersheds as well as the 

surrounding counties. Dan will 

provide technical assistance 

upon request to help landown-

ers with the decision making 

process when dealing with their 

hog problem. He will also coor-

dinate workshops and provide 

landowners and stakeholders 

with educational resources. 

“There are a lot of great re-

sources that we have put to-

gether. I can help connect peo-

ple to the resources they need 

and, if it isn’t something we 

have, we will put it together for 

them. We have several publica-

tions, 13 YouTube videos, the 

Feral Hogs Facebook page, and 

we are a part of the Feral Hogs 

Community of Practice” he 

said.  

Feral Hogs do an estimated $52 

Million in agricultural damage 

in Texas and a combined $1.5 

Billion across the US every 

year. They destroy crops and 

landscaping, prey upon wildlife 

and livestock, pose a significant 

hazard to drivers, and are a 

source of pollution and degra-

dation of our water. They di-

rectly deposit E. coli, fecal 

coliform, and other bacteria 

into the streams where they 

wallow to cool themselves. 

They also destroy riparian veg-

etation and disturb the soil 

along the banks, increasing 

sedimentation and degrading 

stream function and integrity. 

By reducing the number of 

these invasive pests in the wa-

tershed and across Texas, we 

can reduce the costly damage 

they do to our properties, crops, 

and water. 

producers.  Also expected to 

speak is Joe Cooper from the 

Middle Trinity Groundwater 

Conservation District and Gary 

Lacy from the Upper Leon 

River Municipal Water District. 

On November 22nd, a feral hog 

workshop will be held in 

Gatesville.  The workshop will 

be sponsored by Coryell and 

Hamilton Counties and will 

offer CEUs for attendees.  The 

On November 19th, Comanche 

County will be hosting a Dairy 

Producer Water Quality Work-

shop and DOPA Training.  

Mike Marshall will update 

folks on implementation of the 

Watershed Protection Plan.  A 

speaker from Texas Water Re-

source Institute will be present-

ing on bacterial source tracking 

in the Leon River.  There will 

also be a presentation on best 

management practices for dairy 

Feral hogs cause massive 
damage to stream banks and 
contribute bacteria to streams 

Upcoming Workshops in the Leon River 
Watershed 

Feral Hog Resources Available to Watershed 

Landowners 
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“Join us in November for 

several workshops 

aimed at increasing 

awareness of issues in 

the Leon River 

Watershed.” 
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Tails from feral hogs are 
worth $10 under Coryell 
County’s bounty. 


